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Thyroid Cancer is on the Rise: Part I 

Thyroid cancer has the fastest rising incidence among cancers in the U.S., with 
new cases increasing at a rate of approximately 4% annually.  Occurring three 
times more often in women than in men, thyroid cancer ranks in the top ten 
cancers diagnosed in women.  Over 30,000 new cases of thyroid cancer were  
diagnosed in the U.S. in 2006.  Over 350,000 people in the U.S. are living with a 
diagnosis of thyroid cancer that includes patient and survivors.  

 

Unfortunately, Thyroid cancer 
numbers continue on the rise 
and is  one of the few cancers 
that is increasing in incidence in 
the U.S.  Thyroid Cancer is 
expected to reach a new record 
of 37,340 people newly 
diagnosed in the United States 
in 2008, as reported by The 
Thyroid Cancer Survivors’     
Association: ThyCa. 

 

 

 

 



 SJCCF Thyroid Cancer Awareness, Education & Support Network   

Stevie JoEllie’s Cancer Care Fund, dedicated to empower minority communities with early detection 
strategies and supportive services for thyroid cancer patients, survivors, family and friends 

www.sjccf.org 

Page | 2 

Thyroid Cancer is on the Rise: Part II 

The most recent 2008 record total underscores the immediate need for public thyroid cancer 
awareness, education and supportive services networks servicing minority impoverished 
communities who are less likely to have early adequate access to care.  

Consider this; thyroid cancer statistics are more than 11 percent higher than last year’s record 
numbers, and about double the number from 10 years ago, according to information from the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the American Cancer Society. 

A total of 28,410 women and 8,930 men are expected to be newly diagnosed with thyroid 
cancer in 2008. The number of deaths is expected to increase by almost 4% over last years, to 
1,590 in 2008. Death’s that may have been prevented through simple inexpensive early 
detection community awareness campaigns. 

Greater Awareness May Lead to Earlier Diagnoses & Lives Saved ! 

1. 58% of thyroid cancers are diagnosed while the cancer is still confined to the primary 
site (localized stage) highest cure rates recorded at this stage.  

2. 35% are diagnosed after the cancer has spread to the regional lymph nodes or directly 
beyond the primary site, when long term quality of life issues can become significant.  

3. 5% are diagnosed after the cancer has metastasized to distant organs when it is more 
difficult to treat.  

4. A delay in primary treatment increases the probability of thyroid cancer death 2.4 fold.  

SJCCF   Independent  Analysis  

¶ It is a fact: early identification and treatment of thyroid cancer can significantly improve 

long term survival.   

¶ Early detection and treatment are the keys to saving lives and preserving quality of life.   

¶ Unfortunately only 45 out of 50 people randomly interviewed during our *AESN 

consumer survey analysis on August 20, 2008 in Clifton NJ had ever heard of thyroid 

cancer before our interview;  only 1% felt well informed, 2% had “a-good-idea” and 3% 

had “heard” of “it” but could not be “specific” labeling their level of knowledge 

¶ 49 out of 50 people randomly interviewed in Paterson NJ for the same *AESN survey 

had “never heard” of thyroid cancer, 1 person who “heard” of “it” had no comment. 

¶ 46 out of 50 people randomly interviewed in East Orange NJ for the same *AESN survey 

had “some vague” knowledge of thyroid cancer because an “elderly family friend” who 

was a “heavy smoker died form it” (note: smoking is not considered a thyroid cancer 

risk).     
*Awareness, Education & Support Network 


